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CHAPTER      XVII. 


DISOBEDIENCE  UNDER  THE  KINGS 
OF  JUDAH. 


The  history  of  the  Kings  of  Judah  is  in 
many  respects  similar  to  that  of  the  kings  of 
Israel.  Idolatry;  Forsaking  the  Lord  their 
God — followed  in  consequence  by  punishment 
and  national  decline  is  here  again  graphically 
portrayed,  although  in  the  history  of  Judah, 
this  apostacy  was  counteracted  by  periods  of 
national  repentance  and  reform,  when  king  and 
people  definitely  set  themselves  to  return  to 
God  and  obey  His  Laws. 

The  four  outstanding  names,  which  are 
associated  with  "  national  acts  of  renewing 
the  Covenant  vows"  are  those  of  king  Asa,  of 
the  high  priest  Jehoiada  in  the  reign  of  Joash,  of 
king  Hezekiah,  and  king  Josiah.  These  revivals 
however,  only  checked  for  a  time  the  downward 
course  of  the  kingdom.  With  Judah,  as  with 
Israel,  God  was  obliged  to  mete  out  the  extreme 
punishments  foretold  by  Moses  to  their  ances- 
tors before  they  entered  the  promised  land ; 
and  repeated  again,  after  Jordan  had  been 
crossed,  by  Joshua  upon  Mount  Gerizim. 
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A  very  short  outline  of  the  history  of 
Judah  under  the  kings  must  suffice  here,  but 
the  outline  will  be  sufficient  to  show  God's 
faithfulness  to  the  Covenant  condition — how 
on  the  one  hand  the  "fear  of  the  Lord" 
on  the  part  of  king  and  people  brought  national 
prosperity  as  well  as  national  peace,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  sin  and  disobedience  brought 
punishments  and  disasters,  which  culminated 
in  the  captivity  of  Judah. 


As  has  been  already  stated,  the  tribe  of 
Judah  was  left  to  Rehoboam,  with  the  promise 
"  Unto  Solomon's  son  will  I  give  one  tribe, 
that  David  My  servant  may  have  a  light  always 
before  Me  in  Jerusalem." 

During  Rehoboam's  reign,  the  people  did 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  provoking  "Him  to 
jealousy"  with  the  sins  they  committed,  above  all 
thattheirfathershad  done.  They  built  high  places 
and  image  groves  on  every  high  hill  and  under 
every  green  tree.  For  these  sins,  Egypt  was 
sent  as  a  scourge  against  Jerusalem,  and  the 
treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  of 
the  king's  house,  were  seized,  including  the 
shields  of  gold.  These  shields  had  to  be  replaced 
by  shields  of  "brass"  made  by  Rehoboam. 

Rehoboam's  son  followed  in  the  wicked  ways 
of  his  father. 
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During  the  next  reign  a  better  era  dawned : 
Asa's  heart  was  perfect  with  the  Lord  all 
his  days,  and  he  did  right  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord,  as  did  David  his  father.  To  him  the 
Lord  sent  a  special  message,  through  Azariah 
the  son  of  Obed,  saying,  "  '  Hear  ye  Me,  Asa, 
and  all  Judah  and  Benjamin;  the  Lord  is  with 
you,  while  ye  be  with  Him;  and  if  ye  seek 
Him,  He  will  be  found  of  you ;  but  if  ye  forsake 
Him,  He  will  forsake  you.' '  Having  heard 
these  words,  Asa  took  courage,  cleansed  the 
land  of  all  the  "abominable  idols"  and  gather- 
ed all  the  people  to  Jerusalem  that  they  might 
solemnly  dedicate  themselves  to  God. 

JUDAH'S  COVENANT  UNDER  KING  ASA. 

It  is  recorded  in  2  Chron.  xv.  11-15,  that 
seven  hundred  oxen  and  seven  thousand  sheep 
were  first  offered  unto  the  Lord,  and  then  the 
people  "entered  into  a  Covenant  to  seek  the 
Lord  God  of  their  fathers  with  all  their  heart 
and  with  all  their  soul ;  that  whosoever  would 
not  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  should  be 
put  to  death,  whether  small  or  great  whether 
man  or  woman.  And  they  sware  unto  the 
Lord  with  a  loud  voice,  and  with  shouting, 
and  with  trumpets,  and  with  cornets.  And 
all  Judah  rejoiced  at  the  oath:  for  they  had 
sworn  with  all  their  heart  and  sought  Him 
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with  their  whole  desire;  and  He  was  found  of 
them:  and  the  Lord  gave  them  rest  round 
about." 

Asa  even  removed  his  own  mother  from 
being  queen  because  of  her  idolatry,  de- 
stroyed her  idol,  and  burnt  it  in  the  brook 
Kidron.  "The  high  places"  alone  were  not 
removed.  These  seem  to  have  remained 
during  nearly  the  whole  period,  one  of  the 
stumbling  blocks  of  the  kingdom. 

His  successor  Jehoshaphat  followed  his 
good  example,  until  he  allied  himself  with 
Israel  which  displeased  the  Lord. 

ALLIANCE   WITH    ISRAEL. 

This  peace  with  Israel  not  only  had  the 
bad  effect  of  introducing  the  idolatrous  customs 
of  the  northern  tribes  into  Judah  but  also  Jed 
Jehoshaphat's  sonjehoram  to  form  an  alliance 
with  the  daughter  of  Ahab,  and  to  follow  the 
ways  of  the  kings  of  Israel.  These  sins  brought 
punishment  to  both  king  and  people.  "  Edom 
and  Libnah  revolted,"  because  "Jehoram*  had 
forsaken  the  Lord  God  of  his  fathers,"  and  a 
writing  came  from  Elijah  pronouncing  a  plague 
on  the  people,  his  children,  his  wives  and  his 
goods,  and  an  incurable  disease  to  himself. 

*It  is  specially  mentioned  in  this  reign,  "  Howbeit  the  Lord  would  not 
destroy  the  house  of  David,  because  of  the  Covenant  that  He  had  made  with 
David,  and  as  He  promised  to  give  a  light  to  him  and  to  his  sons  for  ever." 
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The  Philistines  and  Arabians  also  broke 
in  upon  Judah  and  carried  away  the  substance 
of  the  king's  house,  his  wives  and  sons,  with 
the  exception  of  the  youngest  Jehoahaz  (or 
Ahaziah)  who  succeeded  him.  Ahaziah  did  evil, 
"  his  mother,"  the  daughter  of  Omri  being  "his 
counsellor  to  do  wickedly."  Ultimately  he  was 
slain  in  battle,  and  the  record  reads :  "  The 
destruction  of  Ahaziah  was  of  God."  2  Chron. 
xxii.  7. 

The  evil  effects  of  this  union  with  Israel 
reached  a  climax  in  the  time  of  bloodshed  that 
followed ;  the  figure  of  the  wicked  queen 
Athaliah  loomed  as  a  terrible  judgment  over  the 
royal  household  to  its  entire  destruction,  save 
for  the  escape  of  the  infant  Joash,  who  was 
kept  alive  and  nourished  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  high 
priest. 

On  the  accession  of  Joash  to  the  throne, 
God  was  again  remembered  in  the  land. 

RENEWAL  OF   THE    COVENANT    BY  JEHOIADA 
IN   THE  REIGN    OF   JOASH. 

When  this  solitary  light  from  the  general 
wreckage  was  proclaimed  king,  the  high  priest 
Jehoiada,  resolutely  brought  before  the  people 
'their  national  responsibilities. 
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It   is    recorded    in    2    Chron.  xxiii.    16-20. 
"Jehoiada  made  a  Covenant  between  him,  and 
between  all  the  people,  and  between  the  king, 
that  they  should  be  the  Lord's  people.     Then  all 
the  people  went  to  the  house  of  Baal,  and  brake 
it  down,  and  brake  his  alters  and  his    images 
in  pieces,  and  slew  Mattan  the  priest  of  Baal 
before  the  altars.     Also  Jehoiada  appointed  the 
offices  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  by  the  hand 
of  the  priests  the  Levites,    whom    David    had 
distributed  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to    offer 
the  burnt  offerings  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  written 
in    the    law     of     Moses,     with    rejoicing    and 
with  singing,    as    it    was    ordained    by    David. 
And  he  set  the  porters  at  the  gates  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  that    none  which  was  unclean  in  any 
thing  should  enter  in.     And  he  took  the  cap- 
tains of   hundreds,    and  the    nobles,    and    the 
governors  of  the  people,  and  all  the  people  of 
the  land,    and    brought    down    the    king    from 
the  house  of  the  Lord :  and  they  came  through 
the  high  gate  into  the  king's  house,    and    set 
the  king  upon    the    throne    of    the    kingdom." 

Later  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  repaired 
and  the  proclamation  given  to  bring  in  "  the 
collection  that  Moses  laid  upon  Israel  in  the 
wilderness." 

This  Covenant,  however,  was  not  long 
kept.  Judah  remained  faithful  during  the 
lifetime  of  the  high  priest ;  but  after  his  death 
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the  people  reverted  to  their  old  sins — left  the 
house  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers  and 
served  groves  and  idols.  Prophets  were  sent 
to  bring  them  again  to  the  Lord,  but  they 
would  not  hearken.  This  apostasy  culminated 
in  a  great  national  crime,  for  when  the  Spirit 
of  God  came  upon  Zechariah  the  son  of  Jehoiada, 
and  he  testified — that  because  they  had  for- 
saken the  Lord,  the  Lord  had  also  forsaken 
them,  the  people  conspired  against  the  faith- 
ful prophet ;  at  the  command  of  king  Joash  he 
was  stoned,  and  Zedekiah  died,  saying,  "  'The 
Lord  look  upon  it  and  require  it.' ' 

This  ingratitude  on  the  part  of  king  Joash 
is  specially  commented  on  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  for  these  sins  the  wrath  of  God  speedily 
fell.  It  is  recorded  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  host  of  Syria  with  a  small  company 
of  men  came  against  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
and  destroyed  all  the  princes,  and  carried  away 
the  spoil  to  the  king  of  Damascus.  The  Lord 
delivered  a  very  great  host  into  their  enemy's 
hand,  because  they  had  forsaken  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers,  and  ultimately  Joash's  own 
servants  conspired  against  him  and  slew  him 
on  his  bed,  for  "  the  blood  of  the  sons  of 
Jehoiada  the  priest."  2  Chron.  xxiv. 

Of  the  succeeding  kings  it  may  be  briefly 
mentioned  that:— 

Amaziah  at  first  followed    the    Lord;    but 
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his  relationships  with  the  Edomites  brought 
about  his  overthrow.  Having  conquered  them, 
"  he  brought  the  gods  of  the  children  of  the 
Seir,  and  set  them  up  to  be  his  gods,  and  bowed 
down  himself  before  them,  and  burned  incense 
unto  them." 

A  prophet  was  sent  to  tell  him  of  his 
sins,  and  again  the  record  is  written:  "  Amaziah 
would  not  hear ;  for  it  came  of  God,  that  He  might 
deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  be- 
cause they  sought  after  the  gods  of  Edom" 
War  also  raged  between  Israel  and  Judah, 
which  resulted  in  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  being 
broken,  the  gold  and  silver  and  all  the  vessels 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord  and  the  treasures 
of  the  king's  house  being  carried  to  Samaria. 
2  Chron.  xxv. 

Of  Uzziah  it  is  recorded,  "  As  long  as 
he  sought  the  Lord,"  God  made  him  to  prosper 
and  his  fame  reached  even  to  Egypt— then 
follows  the  painful  ending:  "When  he  was 
strong,  his  heart  was  lifted  up  to  his  de- 
struction :  for  he  transgressed  against  the  Lord 
his  God,  and  went  into  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  to  burn  incense  upon  the  altar  of  incense." 
Azariah  the  priest  withstood  him,  and  while 
the  king  had  the  censer  yet  in  his  hand,  he 
was  seized  with  leprosy,  and  remained  a  leper 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  2  Chron.  xxvi. 

His   successor    "  Jotham  became    mighty, 
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because  he  prepared  his  ways  before  the  Lord," 
although  the  people  still  did  corruptly. 

In  the  reign  of  Ahaz  the  wickedness  in- 
creased. "  He  burnt  incense  in  the  valley  of 
the  son  of  Hinnom,  and  burnt  his  children  in  the 
fire,  after  the  abominations  of  the  heathen 
whom  the  Lord  had  cast  out  before  the  children 
of  Israel.  He  sacrificed  also  and  burnt  in- 
cense in  the  high  places,  and  on  the  hills,  and 
under  every  green  tree.  Wherefore  the  Lord 
his  God  delivered  him  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Syria  ;  and  they  smote  him,  and  carried 
away  a  great  multitude  of  them  captives,  and 
broughtthem  to  Damascus."  "Hewasalsodeliver- 
ed  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Israel,  who  smote 
him  with  a  great  slaughter."  On  this  occasion  the 
childrenof  Judah would  have  become  "  bondmen" 
and  "bond  women"  to  Israel,  had  not  the  Lord 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  the  prophet  Obed  forbid- 
ding Israel  to  make  them  captives.  The  Edomites 
and  the  Philistines  also  distressed  the  southern 
kingdom. — "  For  the  Lord  brought  Judah  low 
because  of  Ahaz."  2  Chron  xxviii. 

The  close  of  this  reign  marks  another  crisis 
in  Judah's  history.  The  temple  at  Jerusalem  was 
closed.  "  Ahaz  gathered  together  the  vessels  of 
the  house  of  God,  and  cut  in  pieces  the  vessels 
of  the  house  of  God,  and  shut  up  the  doors  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  he  made  him  altars  in 
every  corner  of  Jerusalem."  2  Chron.  xxviii.  24! 
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Hezekiah,  the  son  of  Ahaz,  whose  mother 
was  Abijah,  or  Abi,  the  daughter  of  Zechariah, 
sought  to  bring  the  people  back  to  God.  One 
of  his  first  acts  was  to  reopen  the  doors  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord  and  to  command  the 
sanctification  of  priests  and  Levites.  He  fully 
realised  that  it  was  "the  shutting  up  of  the 
Lord's  house,"  and  other  national  sins  which 
had  brought  God's  wrath  upon  them,  "'For  lo, 
he  said,  "  our  fathers  have  fallen  by  the  sword, 
and  our  sons  and  our  daughters  and  our  wives 
are  in  captivity  for  this.''1  In  eight  days  the 
temple  was  sanctified,  the  services  re-established 
and  the  songs  of  David  sung. 

Hezekiah  did  yet  more.  It  may  be  re- 
membered that  it  was  during  this  reign,  that 
the  climax  of  Israel's  doom  was  reached,  and 
the  Assyrians  were  taking  the  people  captive 
to  Chaldaea.  At  this  crisis  Hezekiah  strove 
hard  to  reunite,  by  the  observance  of  the 
passover  at  Jerusalem,  the  remnant  that  re- 
mained to  the  worship  of  the  one  true  God. 

He  sent  posts  throughout  the  kingdom  of 
Israel  urging  the  people  to  turn  again  to  the 
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Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel,  "for 
then,  said  he,  God  would  return  to  the  remnant 
of  them  that  had  escaped  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  kings  of  Assyria."  He  urged  them  not 
to  be  stiffnecked,  like  their  fathers,  but  to 
yield  themselves  to  the  Lord  and  enter  into 
His  sanctuary,  which  He  had  sanctified  for 
ever.  He  testified  also  that  if  Israel  would  turn 
to  the  Lord,  their  brethren  and  their  children 
would  again  come  into  the  land,  for  the  Lord 
God  was  merciful  and  gracious.  This  request 
was  scorned  and  mocked  at  by  the  inhabitants 
of  many  of  the  cities,  but  was  responded  to 
by  "  divers  of  Asher  and  Manasseh  and  Zebulon, 
who  humbled  themselves  and  came  to  Jeru- 
salem. When  Hezekiah  found  that  many*  eat 
the  passover  without  cleansing  themselves, 
he  became  their  intercessor  before  God,  and 
prayed  for  them,  saying,  " '  The  good  Lord 
pardon  every  one  that  prepareth  his  heart  to 
seek  God,  the  Lord  God  of  his  fathers,  though 
he  be  not  cleansed  according  to  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  sanctuary.'  And  the  Lord  hearkened 
to  Hezekiah,  and  healed  the  people." 

It  is  recorded,  there  was  great  joy  in 
Jerusalem  :  for  since  the  time  of  Solomon  the 
son  of  David,  king  of  Israel  there  was  not 
the  like  in  Jerusalem."  2  Chron.  xxix,  xxx. 

This    faithfulness    was    rewarded.       When 

*Many  of  Ephraim,  and  Manasaeb,  Isgachar  and  Zebulon.  2  Chron.  xxz. 
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the  great  Assyrian  host  desired  to  attack  Judah, 
Hezekiah's  prayers  and  those  of  Isaiah  were  heard, 
and  in  answer  the  Lord  sent  "  an  angel  "  and 
spoiled  the  host  of  the  Assyrians.  It  was 
shortly  after  this,  however,  that  Isaiah  had 
to  pronounce  the  doom  of  approaching  cap- 
tivity also  to  Judah.  After  the  king  had  shown 
his  treasures  to  the  messengers  of  the  son  of 
the  king  of  Babylon,  Isaiah  uttered  these 
solemn  words  to  Hezekiah :  "Hear  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  'Behold,  the  days  come,  that  all 
that  is  in  thine  house,  and  that  which  thy 
fathers  have  laid  up  in  store  unto  this  day, 
shall  be  carried  into  Babylon :  nothing  shall 
be  left,'  saith  the  Lord,  '  and  of  thy  sons  that 
shall  issue  from  thee,  which  thou  shalt  beget 
shall  they  take  away ;  and  they  shall  be  eunuchs 
in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Babylon.' ' 

It  is  instructive  to  notice  the  times  at 
which  the  Lord  sent  special  revelations  to  His 
people.  It  was  during  the  reign  of  this  good 
king  and  in  the  midst  of  Israel's  trouble- 
that  the  prophet  Isaiah  was  sent  to  foretell 
the  future  glory  in  store,  for  Israel  and  Judah 
and  for  the  whole  world.  He  proclaimed  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah,  the  ingathering  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  promise  of  the  New  Covenant. 

Hezekiah's  son,  Manasseh,  was  a  sad  contrast 
to  his  father.     He  exceeded  all  the  former  kings 
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in  his  idolatrous  wickedness.  Besides  making 
his  son  pass  through  the  fire,  dealing  with 
familiar  spirits  and  re-establishing  all  the  idola- 
try that  Hezekiah  had  overthrown,  he  committed 
the  crowning  sin  of  bringing  his  idolatrous 
practices  into  the  house  of  God.  He  built 
altars  in  the  house  of  the  Lord ;  set  there  a 
graven  image  of  the  grove  he  had  made ;  also 
he  built  altars  for  all  the  host  of  heaven  in 
the  two  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

In  consequence  of  these  sins,  a  still  more 
terrible  judgment  was  pronounced  over  Jerusalem. 
(See  2  Kings  xxi.)  The  Lord  said,  "  'Behold,  I  am 
bringing  such  evil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Judah, 
that  whosoever  heareth  of  it,  both  his  ears 
shall  tingle  .  .  .  and  I  will  wipe  Jerusalem  as 
a  man  wipeth  a  dish,  wiping  it,  and  turning 
it  upside  down.  And  I  will  forsake  the  remnant 
of  Mine  inheritance,  and  deliver  them  into 
the  hand  of  their  enemies ;  and  they  shall 
become  a  prey  and  a  spoil  to  all  their  enemies; 
because  they  have  done  that  which  was  evil 
in  My  sight,  and  have  provoked  Me  to  anger 
since  the  day  their  fathers  came  forth  out  of 
Egypt  even  unto  this  day." 

The  writings  of  Jeremiah  show  Judah's 
condition  about  this  time.  "  Then  said  the 
Lord  unto  me, '  Though  Moses  and  Samuel  stood 
before  Me,  yet  My  mind  could  not  be  towards 
this  people.'.., 'I  will  cause  them  to  be  removed 
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into  all  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  because  of 
Manasseh  the  son  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah, 
for  that 'which  he  did  in  Jerusalem'...1!  have 
taken  away  My  peace  from  this  people  1  saith  the 
Lord,  'even  loving  kindness  and  mercies.' 

Captains  of  the  host  of  the  king  of 
Assyria,  were  now  sent  against  Judah  to 
destroy  it,  and  ultimately  Manasseh  himself  was 
dragged  an  exile  to  Babylon.  There  he  seems 
to  have  repented,  for  it  is  recorded :  "  Then 
he  knew  that  the  Lord  He  was  God,"  and 
when  he  was  permitted  to  return  to  Jerusalem, 
he  "  commanded  Judah  to  serve  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel." 

His  successor  was  wicked :  but,  during 
Josiah's  reign,  Judah  was  again  brought  back 
to  their  responsibilities  as  a  "  Covenant  keeping 
people." 

THE      COVENANT      RE-ESTABLISHED 
UNDER      JOSIAH. 

Josiah  tried  his  best  to  recall  the  people  to 
Jehovah.  The  record  of  his  life  is  beautiful : — 
"  He  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  all  the  ways  of 
David  his  father,  and  turned  not  aside  to  the 
right  hand  or  to  the  left." 

At  eighteen,  he  commenced  to  repair  the 
breaches  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  it  was 
in  this  reign  that  Hilkiah  the  high  priest  found 
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"  the  book  of  the  law  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord."  When  it  was  read  before  the  king  he 
rent  his  clothes,  and  commanded,  saying,  "'Go 
ye,  enquire  of  the  Lord  for  me,  and  for  the 
people,  and  for  all  Judah,  concerning  the  words 
of  this  book  that  is  found:  for  great  is  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  that  is  kindled  against  us, 
because  our  fathers  have  not  hearkened  unto 
the  words  of  this  book,  to  do  according  unto 
all  that  which  is  written  concerning  us." 

The  answer  was  given  by  Huldah  the 
prophetess:  '"Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  'Tell  the  man  that  sent  you  to  me, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil 
upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  even  all  the  words  of  the  book  which 
the  king  of  Judah  hath  read  :  Because  they 
have  forsaken  Me,  and  have  burned  incense 
unto  other  gods,  that  they  might  provoke  Me 
to  anger  with  all  the  works  of  their  hands ; 
therefore  My  wrath  shall  be  kindled  against 
this  place,  and  shall  not  be  quenched.'  ' 
2  Kings,  xxii.  16-17. 

Josiah,  however,  did  his  utmost  to  avert  the 
doom.  Gathering  together  all  the  elders  of 
Judah  and  of  Jerusalem,  he  "  went  up  into 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  men 
of  Judah  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
with  him,  and  the  priests,  and  the  prophets, 
and  all  the  people,  both  small  and  great :  and 
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he  read  in  their  ears  all  the  "words  of  the 
book  of  the  covenant  which  was  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  And  the  king  stood  by 
a  pillar,  and  made  a  covenant  before  the  Lord, 
to  walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  His  com- 
mandments and  His  testimonies  and  His  statutes 
with  all  their  heart  and  all  their  soul,  to 
perform  the  words  of  this  covenant  that  were 
written  in  this  book.  And  all  the  people  stood  to 
the  covenant."  He  also  commanded  "Hilkiah  the 
high  priest,  and  the  priests  of  the  second 
order,  and  the  keepers  of  the  door,  to  bring 
forth  out  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  all  the 
vessels  that  were  made  for  Baal,  and  for  the 
grove,  and  for  all  the  host  of  heaven:  and  he 
burned  them  without  Jerusalem  in  the  fields 
of  Kidron,  and  carried  the  ashes  of  them 
unto  Beth-el,"  etc.  2  Kings,  xxiii. 

He  made  a  thorough  sweep  of  idolatry 
through  the  land:  then  proceeded  to  Israel, 
broke  down  the  altar  and  the  high  place  at 
Bethel,  and  returning,  commanded  all  the  people 
to  keep  the  passover,  saying  : — "Keep  the  pass- 
over  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  as  it  is  written 
in  the  book  of  this  covenant;"  and  it  is  re- 
corded that  "from  the  days  of  the  Judges,' 
there  had  not  been  such  a  passover  holden 
to  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem.  .  .  . 

"Notwithstanding  the  Lord  turned  not  from 
the  fierceness  of  His  great  wrath,  wherewith 
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his  anger  was  kindled  against  Judah,  be- 
cause of  all  the  provocations  that  Manasseh 
had  provoked  Him  withal,  and  the  Lord 
said,  I  will  remove  Judah  also  out  of  My 
sight,  as  I  have  removed  Israel,  and  will  cast 
off  this  city  Jerusalem  which  I  have  chosen, 
and  the  house  of  which  I  said,  '  My  name 
shall  be  there.'"  (2  Kings,  xxiii. )  Although 
Josiah's  repentance  did  not  avert  forthcoming 
judgment,  he  himself  was  allowed  to  die  in 
peace,  and  during  his  reign  God  again  gra- 
ciously revealed  to  the  people  through  Zephaniah 
the  prophet,  that,  in  spite  of  the  terrible  judg- 
ments which  were  to  fall  upon  them  for  their 
wickedness,  joy  was  yet  in  store  for  the  daughter 
ofZion  and  for  Israel:  for  the  "Lord"  the 
King  of  Israel  was  to  be  in  the  midst  of  them, 
to  gather  them  and  to  rejoice  over  them, 
and  the  prophecy  concludes  with  these  final 
words  : — 

" '  Behold,  at  that  time  I  will  undo  all 
that  afflict  thee :  and  I  will  save  her  that 
halteth,  and  gather  her  that  was  driven  out ; 
and  I  will-  get  them  praise  and  fame  in  every 
land  where  they  have  been  put  to  shame.  At 
that  time  will  I  bring  you  again,  even  in  the 
time  that  I  gather  you  :  for  I  will  make  you 
a  name  and  a  praise  among  all  people  of  the 
earth,  when  I  turn  back  your  captivity  before 
your  eyes,'  saith  the  Lord."  Zeph.  iii.  19,  20. 
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In  the  succeeding  reigns  the  doom  fell. 
The  kings  of  Egypt  and  Babylon  both  afflicted 
Judah.  Under  Jehoahaz,  Jehoiakim  and  Je- 
hoiakin,  (or  Coniah)  Jerusalem  was  in  constant 
peril,  and  in  the  reign  of  Zedekiah  the  terrible 
tragedy  came  to  an  end. 

Judah's  fate  is  well  summed  up  in    these 
few  verses    of    2    Chron.,   xxxvi.     "The    Lord 
God  of  their  fathers  sent  to  them  by  His  mes- 
sengers,    rising     up     betimes,    and     sending ; 
because  He  had  compassion  on  His  people,  and 
on  His  dwelling  place :  but  they    mocked    the 
messengers  of  God,  and  despised    His    words, 
and  misused   His  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of 
the  Lord  arose  against  His  people,  till  there  was 
no  remedy.     Therefore  He  brought  upon   them 
the  king  of  the  Chaldees,  who  slew  their  young 
men  with  the  sword  in  the  house  of  their  sanc- 
tuary',  and  had  no  compassion  upon  young  man 
or  maiden,  old  man,  or  him  that  stooped    for 
age :  He  gave  them  all  into  his  hand.  And  all 
the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  great  and  small, 
and  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,    and 
the  treasures  of  the  king,  and  of  his  princes ;  all 
these  he  brought  to  Babylon.     And    they    burnt 
the  house  of  God,  and  brake  down    the    wall 
of  Jerusalem,  and  burnt  all  the  palaces  there- 
of  with    fire,    and    destroyed    all    the    goodly 
vessels  thereof.     And    them  that  haft  escaped 
from  the  sword  carried  he   away  to    Babylon  ; 
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where  they  were  servants  to  him  and  his  sons 
until  the  reign  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia :  to 
fulfil  the  word  ot  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of 
Jeremiah, untilthe  land  had  enjoyed  her  sabbaths: 
for  as  long  as  she  lay  desolate  she  kept 
sabbath,  to  fulfil  threescore  and  ten  years." 

The  prophecy  concerning  Jerusalem  itself, 
seems  to  form  a  fitting  conclusion  to  this 
category  of  woe. 

"  Many  nations  shall  pass  by  this  city, 
and  they  shall  say  every  man  to  his  neighbour, 
'Wherefore  hath  the  Lord  done  thus  unto 
this  great  city?'  Then  they  shall  answer,  be- 
cause they  have  forsaken  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord  their  God,  and  worshipped  other  gods, 
and  served  them.' '  Jer.  xxii.  8,  9. 

It  must  here  be  noted  that  God  made  a 
difference  in  the  punishment  meted  out  to 
the  section  of  Judah  which  Nebuchadrezzar 
carried  captive  to  Babylon  with  Jeconiah*  and 
those  Jews  who  remained  in  Judea  under 

Zedekiah. 

GOOD.  BAD. 


The  princes  of  Judah 
with  the  carpenters  and 
smiths,  from  Jerusalem 
who  were  brought  to 
Babylon  with  Jeconiah 
(Jehoiakin),  son  of  Je- 

*  Jehoiakim. 


Zedekiah  the  king 
of  Judah,  his  princes 
and  the  residue  of  Je- 
rusalem, that  remained 
in  the  land  and  those 
that  dwelt  in  the  land 
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hoiakim,    God   likened 
to  "GOOD    FIGS." 

Of  them  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  wrote : — 

" Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  I  srael ; '  Like 
these  good  figs,  so  will  I 
acknowledge  them  that 
are  carried  away  cap- 
tive of  Judah,  whom  I 
have  sent  out  of  this 
place  into  the  land  of 
the  Chaldeansjfor  their 
good.      For   I  will  set 
Mine  eyes  upon  them 
for  good,    and    I    will 
bring    them    again    to 
this  land:   and    1    will 
build  them,  and  not  pull 
them  down;  and  I  will 
plant   them,    and    not 
pluck  them  up.      And 
I -will give  them  an  heart 
to  know  Me,  that  I  am 
the    Lord:    and    they 
shall  be  My  people,  and 
I  will  be  their  God -.for 
they  shall  return  unto 
Me    with   their   whole 
heart.'  Jer.  xxiv. 


of  Egypt,  God  likened 
to   "BAD    FIGS." 

Of   them    the    Lord 
said : — 

'"I  will  deliver  them 
to  be  removed  into  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  for  their  hurt,  to 
be  a  reproach  and  a 
proverb,  a  taunt  and  a 
curse,  in  all  places 
whither  I  shall  drive 
them.  And  I  will  send 
the  sword,  the  famine, 
and  the  pestilence,  a- 
mong  them,  till  they 
be  consumed  from  off 
the  land  that  I  gave 
unto  them  and  to  their 
fathers. 'yer.  xxiv.  9,  i  o. 

This  prophecy  had 
its  fulfilment  when  Ze- 
dekiah  was  slain.  The 
few  who  remained  in 
Judah  after  his  over- 
throw, headed  by  Ish- 
mael  of  the  seed  royal, 
killed  Gedeliah  the  ap- 
pointed governor,  and 
ultimately  fled  to  Egypt 
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I25 


The  punishment  me- 
ted out  however  to  the 
king  (Coniah)  himself 
was  plain  and  distinct. 

"Write  ye  this  man 
childless,  a  man  that 
shall  not  prosper  in  his 
days:  for  no  man  of  his 
seed  shall  prosper,  sit- 
ting upon  the  throne  of 
David,  and  ruling  any 
more  in  Judah."  Jer. 
xxii.  30. 

Yet  at  the  very  time 
when  Jeremiah  was  thus 
prophesying  that  the 
kingdom  of  Judah  was 
to  be  taken  from  the 
seed  of  Coniah,  the 
wonderful  revelation 
came  to  the  prophet, 
that  another  King 
should  rule  over  Israel 
and  Judah: — 
'Behold,  the  days  come' 
saith  the  Lord,  'that  I 
will  raise  unto  David 
a  righteous  Branch, 
and  a  King  shall  reign 
and  prosper,  and  shall 


forfearof  the  Chaldees. 

This  was  in  face  of 
direct  warnings  from 
Jeremiah,  who  told 
them  that  they  would 
be  safe  if  they  remain- 
ed under  the  protection 
of  the  king  of  Babylon 
and  warned  them  on 
no  account  to  go  to 
Egypt:  for  there,  he 
said, God's  curse  would 
overtake  them.  It  was 
to  this  section  therefore 
that  the  following  ter- 
rible prophecies  were 
spoken:— 

i .  "Therefore  hear  ye 
the  word  of  the  Lord, 
all  Judah  that  dwell  in 
the  land  of  Egypt;  Be- 
hold, I  have  sworn  by 
My  great  name,  saith 
the  Lord,  that  My  name 
shall  no  more  be  named 
in  the  mouth  of  any 
man  of  Judah  in  all 
the  land  of  Egypt, 
saying,  '  The  Lord  God 
liveth! 
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execute  judgment  and 
justice  in  the  earth.  In 
His  days  Judah  shall 
be  saved,  and  Israel 
shall  dwell  safely,  and 
thisisHis  Name  where- 
by He  shall  be  called, 
THE  LORD  OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
'  Therefore,  behold, 
the  days  come,'  saith 
the  Lord,  'that  they  j 
shall  no  more  say,  'The 
Lord  liveth,  which  \ 
brought  up  the  child- 
ren of  Israel  out  of  the 

I 

land  of  Egypt ; '  but 
'the  Lord  liveth,  which 
brought  up  and  which 
led  the  seed  of  the 
house  of  Israel  out  of  ; 
the  North  country,  and 
from  All  the  countries 
whither  I  had  driven 
them  ;  and  they  shall 
dwell  in  their  own 
land."  Jer.  xxiii. 


2.  Behold,  I  will 
watch  over  them  for 
evil,  and  not  for  good: 
and  all  the  men  of  Judah 
that  are  in  the  land  of 
Egypt  shall  be  consum- 
ed by  the  sword  and  by 
the  famine,  until  there 
be  an  end  of  them.  Yet 
a  small  number  that 
escape  the  sword  shall 
return  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt  into  the  land 
of  Judah,  and  all  the 
remnant  of  Judah,  that 
are  gone  into  the  land 
of  Egypt  to  sojourn 
there,  shall  know  whose 
words  shall  stand,  Mine 

or   their' s.      Jer.  xliv. 
26-28. 


CHAPTER    XVIII 

FUTURE    OF    ISRAEL. 

THE    TEN    TRIBES. 


Before  passing  on  to  follow  the  history 
of  the  chosen  remnant  of  Judah,  it  will  be  well 
to  dwell  for  a  short  time  on  what  was  revealed 
at  this  period  concerning  the  future  of  Israel. 
As  has  been  shown,  Israel  had  completely 
failed  in  keeping  their  part  of  the  National 
Covenant  mado  at  Sinai,  and  God  had  there- 
fore to  disregard  them  as  the  Covenant  keeping 
People;  yet  at  ihe  same  time  He  never  altered 
or  swerved  from  His  everlasting  promises  made 
to  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  nor  from  His 
everlasting  Covenant  with  David. 

The  Propt  ets  Hosea,  Amos  and  Jeremiah 
seem  specially  to  emphasize  these  two  dis- 
tinctions, and  show  that:— 

i.  The  National  Covenant,  having  been 
broken  by  the  Ten  Tribes,  had  to  be  cancelled 
for  the  time  being  by  Jehovah,  and  Israel  was 
told,  that  they  were  no  longer  permitted  to 
be:— 
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A.  A  Peculiar   treasure    to    Himself    above 

all  people. 

B.  A  Kingdom  of  priests. 

C.  An   Holy  Nation. 

THE     NATIONAL     COVENANT     DISANNULED. 


A. 

A  PECULIAR 

TREASURE  TO 

HIMSELF  ABOVE 

ALL  PEOPLE. 

Hosea    clearly 
states : — 

(i).  That  Israel 
was  to  cease  as  a 
kingdom. 
(2).  That  the  bow 
of  Israel  was  to  be 
broken  in  the  val- 
ley of  Jezreel. 
(3).  That  there 
God  said  of  Israel 
"  le  are  not  My 
People." 

(4).      That     they 
should  not    dwell 
in  the  Lord's  Land 
because  Israel  had 
forgotten   his 
Maker.  Hosea  r. 
(5).    That    Israel 
should  abide : 
Many  days  without 
a  king 
,,  prince 
„  sacrifice 
,,  image 
„  Ephod 
Teraphim 
Hosea.  iii. 
"  The  virgin  of 
Israel  is  fallen;  she 
shall  no  more  rise: 
she     is    forsaken 


B. 

A  KINGDOM    OF 
PRIESTS. 

On  account  of 
their  sins,  the  Ten 
tribesatthisperiod 
lost  the  privilege 
of  being  a  "Priest 
to  God."  for  they 
had  forgotten  the 
law  of  God." 
In  Hosea.  iv.  6,  7. 
God  says:- 

"  My  people  are 
destroyed  for  lack 
of  knowledge :  be- 
cause thou  hast  re- 
jected knowledge, 
I  will  also  reject 
thee  that  thou  shalt 
be  nj  priest  to  Me  : 
seeing  that  thou 
hast  forgotten  the 
law  of  thy  God, 
I  will  also  forget 
thy  children.  As 
they  were  increas- 
ed, so  they  sinned 
against  Me,  there- 
fore will  I  change 
their  glory  into 
shame."  Hosea.  iv. 

6,7- 

It  is  also  said,  the 
Lord  standing  up- 
on the  Altar  would 
watch  over  them 
for  evil  and  not 


c. 

AN 
"HOLY"  NATION. 

The  terrible  pun- 
ishment meted  out 
to  Israel  was: — 
(i).  That  they 
should  seek  the 
Lord  but  should 
not  find  Him,  for 
"  He  had  with- 
drawn Himself 
from  them ."  "  The 
pride  of  Israel 
doth  testify  to  his 
face  therefore  shall 
Israel  and  Ephra- 
im  fall  in  their  in- 
iquity;  Judah  also 
shallfall  with  them 
They  shall  go  with 
their  flocks  and 
with  their  herds  to 
seek  the  Lord;  but 
they  shall  not  find 
Him  He  hath  with- 
drawn Himself 
from  them."  Hosea 
v.  5,  6. 

(2).  They  were  to 
beamongthe  Gen- 
tiles as  a  vessel 
wherein  is  no 
pleasure."  Hosea 
viii.  8. 

(3).  Of  Ephraimit 
is  specially  said 
"My  God  will 
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A. 


upon  her  land; 
there  is  none  to 
raise  her  up.  For 
thus  saith  the  Lord 
God;  The  city  that 
wentout  by  a  thou- 
sand shall  leave  an 
hundred,  and  that 
which  went  forth 
by  an  hundred 
shall  leave  ten,  to 
the  house  of  Israel. 
Amos.  v.  2-j. 
The  end  is  come 
upon  Mv  People 
oj  Israel,  I  ivill 
not  again  pass  bv 
them  any  more. 
Amos.  viii.  2. 


B. 

for  good ;  the 
sinful  kingdom 
should  be  destroy- 
ed from  off  the  face 
of  the  earth,  but 
the  house  of  Jacob 
wouldnotbe  utterly 
destroyed. 

See  Amos  ix. 


cast  them  away, 
because  they  did 
nol  hearken  unto 
Him :  and  thev 
shall  be  wander- 
ers among  the  na- 
tions."Hosea  ix.  1 7. 
"  Behold,  the  days 
come,  saith  the 
Lord  God,  that 
I  will  send  a  fa- 
mine in  the  land, 
not  a  famine  of 
bread,  nor  a  thirst 
for  waler,  but  of 
hearing  the  words 
of  the  Lord:  And 
they  shall  wander 
from  sea  to  sea, 
and  from  the  north 
even  to  the  east, 
they  shall  run  to 
and  fro  and  seek 
the  Word  of  the 
Lord  and  shall  not 
find  it.  Amos.viY\. 


THE  TEN  TRIBES  OF   ISRAEL  IN    CONNECTION 
WITH    THE    EVERLASTING    COVENANT. 


The  Everlasting  Covenant  given  to  Abraham 
Isaac  and  Jacob  still  continued  sure,  in  spite 
of  all  these  transgressions,  and  the  prophets 
seem  to  have  been  sent  at  this  time,  when 
man  had  proved  a  complete  failure,  specially 
to  show  that  God  in  His  great  love  still  over- 
shadowed Israel  by  "His  own  Eternal  Covenant 
and  by  it  the  Ten  Tribes,  as  well  as  Judah 
were  to  regain  the  "Land  and  Life"  they  had 
lost.  Restoration  is  therefore  definitely  pre- 
dicted; and  it  is  shown  that: — 

1 .  The  promises  of  the  ./VWzWtf/Covenant  were  yet 
to  befulfilled  in  blessing  both  to  land  and  people. 

2.  The  Ten  Tribes  were   once  more  to  come 
into  the  blessing  of  the  Covenant   made    with 
David. 

THE    NATIONAL    COVENANT    TO 


A. 

A  PECULIAR 

TREASURE  TO 

HIMSELF  ABOVE 

ALL  PEOPLE. 

In  the  far  future 
in  the  very 
same  place , 
where  the  terrible 
punishment  of  ex- 


BE    RESTORED. 


A   KINGDOM    OF 
PRIESTS. 

(i).  In  spite  of 
Israel's  failure, .  in 
Jeremiah  this  won- 
derful assurance 
is  given  "I  will 
satiate  the  soul  of 
the  priests  with 


c. 

'AN 
HOLY  NATION. 

(i).  Although 
Israel  had  destroy- 
ed herself,  and  the 
people  had  fallen 
by  their  iniquity, 
their  help  was  in 
God.  In  the  future 
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communication 
had to be  pronoun- 
ced, the  Lord  pro- 
mised that  He  will 
say  to  Israel  again 

"Year^thesons 
of  the  living  God." 

The     prophecy 
runs: — 

"  Yet  the  num- 
ber of  the  children 
of  Israel  shall  be 
as  the  sand  of  the 
sea,  which  cannot 
be  measured  nor 
numbered;  and  it 
shall  come  to  pass, 
that  in  the  place 
where  it  was  said 
unto  them,  Ye  are 
not  My  people, 
there  it  shall  be' 
said  unto  them, 
Year*  the  sons  of 
the  living  God. 

Then  shall  the 
children  of  Judah 
and  the  children 
of  Israel  be  gather- 
ed together,  and 
appoint  themsel- 
ves one  Head,  and 
they  shall  come 
up  out  of  the  land  : 
for  great  shall  be 
thedayofjezreel." 
Hosea.  i.  10-11. 
(2)  God  will  bring 
her  "into  the  wil- 
derness and  speak 
comfortably  unto 
her.  ,,The  valley 
of  Achor  to  be 
the  door  of  Hope. 
'Therefore  behold 
I  will  allure  her  and 
bring  her  into  the 


B. 

fatness,  and  My 
people  shall  be  sat- 
isfied with  My 
goodness,  saith  the 
Lord."  Jer.  xxxi. 
14. 

" Neither  shall  'the 
priests  the  Levites 
ivant  a  man  before 
Me  to  offer  burnt 
offerings  and  to 
kindle  meat  offer- 
ings and  to  do  sac- 
rifice continually. 
...As  the  host  of 
heaven  cannot  be 
numbered,  neither 
the  sand  of  the  sea 
measured :  so  will 
I  multiply  the  seed 
of  David  My  ser- 
vant, and  the  Lev- 
ites that  minister 
unto  Me."  Jer. 
xxxiii.  18.  22. 

THE  REDEEMER. 

And  the  Redeem- 
er shall  come 
to  Zion.and  unto 
them  that  turn 
from  transgression 
in  Jacob,  saith  the 
Lord.  As  for  Me, 
this  is  My  Coven- 
antwith  them, saith 
the  Lord;  My  spirit 
that  is  upon  thee, 
and  My  words 
which  I  have  put 
in  thy  mouth,  shall 
not  depart  out  of 
thy  mouth,  nor  out 
of  the  mouth  of 
thy  seed,  nor  out 
of  the  mouth  of 


the  Lord  would  a- 
gainrule  over  them 
and  be  their  A' ing. 
"O  Israel,  thou 
hast  destroyed  thy- 
self ;  but  in  Ale 
isthine  help.  I  will 
be  thy  King. 
Hosea  xiii.  9-10. 
(2).  Turn,  O  back- 
sliding children, 
saith  the  Lord;  for 
1  am  married  unto 
you,  and  Iwilltake 
you  one  of  a  city, 
and  two  of  a  family 
and  I  will  bring 
you  to  Zion  :  and 
Iwillgive  you  pas- 
tors according  to 
Mine  heart,  which 
shall  feed  you  with 
k  n  owledge  and 
understanding. 

And  it  shall  come 
to  pass,  when  ye 
be  multiplied  and 
increased  in  the 
land,  in  those  days 
saith  the  Lord, 
they  shall  say  no 
more,  'The  ark  of 
the  covenant  of 
the  Lord; '  neither 
shall  it  come  to 
mind:  neither 
shall  th  ey  re- 
member it ;  n  e  i  - 
ther  shall  they  visit 
it ;  neither  shall 
that  be  done  any 
more.  At  that  time 
they  shall  call  Je- 
rusalem the  throne 
of  the  Lord;  and 
all  the  nations 
shall  be  gathered 
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A. 

wilderness,  and 
speak  comfortably 
unto  her,*  And  I 
will  give  her  her 
vineyards  from 
thence,  and  the00 
valley  of  Achorfor 
,  a.  door  of  hope:  and 
she  shall  singthere 
as  in  the  days  of 
her  youth,  and  as 
in  the  day  when 
she  came  up  out 
of  the  land  of 
Egypt.  And  it 
shall  be  at  that 
day,  saith  the  Lord 
that  thou  shall  call 
Melshi;  and  shalt 
call  Me  no  more 
Baali."  Ho  sea  ii. 
14-16. 

A  NEW  COVEN- 
ANT TO  BE 
MADE  FOR 

ISRAEL. 

3.  "Inthatdaywill 
I  make  a  covenant 
'for  them  with  the 
beasts  of  the  field, 
and  with  the  fowls 
of  heaven,  and  with 
the  creeping 
things  of  the 
ground: and  I  will 
break  the  bow  and 
the  sword  and  the 
battle  out  of  the 
earth,  and  will 
make  them  to  lie 


B. 

thy    seed's    seed, 
saith     the     Lord, 
from     henceforth 
and  for  ever." 
Isa.lix.  20-21. 

THE  NEW 

COVENANT. 
"  Behold  the  days 
come,  saith  the 
Lord,  thac  I  will 
make  a  new  Cove- 
nant with  thehouse 
of  Israel,  and  with 
the  house  of  Judah 
not  according  to 
the  Covenant  that 
I  made  with  their 
fathers  in  the  day 
that  I  took  them 
by  the  hand  to 
bring  them  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt; 
which  My  coven- 
ant they  brake,  al- 
though I  was  an 
husband  untothem 
saith  the  Lord : 
but  this  shall  be 
the  Covenant  that 
I  will  make  with 
the  house  of  Israel; 
After  those  days, 
saith  the  Lord,  I 
will  put  My  law  in 
their  inward  parts 
and  write  it  in  their 
hearts;  and  I  will 
be  their  God,  and 
they  shall  be  My 
people.  And  they 


unto  it,  to  the 
name  of  the  Lord 
to  Jerusalem:  nei- 
ther shall  they 
walk  any  more 
after  the  imagina- 
tion of  their  evil 
heart.  In  those 
days  the  house  of 
Judah  shall  walk 
with  the  house  of 
Israel,  and  they 
shall  come  toge- 
ther out  of  the  land 
of  the  north  to  the 
land  that  I  have 
given  for  an  inher- 
itance unto  your 
fathers.  But  I  said, 
'  How  shall  I  put 
thee  among  the 
children,  and  give 
thee  apleasant  land 
a  goodly  heritage 
of  the  hosts  of  na- 
tions ?'  and  I  said, 
'Thou  shalt  call 
Me,  My  Father;! 
and  shalt  not  turn 
away  from  Me." 

Jer.  in.  14-19. 
(3).  I  will  also 
leave  in  the  midst 
of  thee  an  afflicted 
and  poor  people, 
and  they  shall  trust 
in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  The  rem- 
nant of  Israel  shall 
not  do  iniquity, 


•Jer.  xxxi.  2,4.  Ez.  xx.  36.      »*See  Isaiah  Ixv.  10. 

t  Jesus  Christ  taught  His  disciples  to  call  God  "Their  Father." 
In  the  prayer  He  taught  them  to  pray,  He  said,  "After  this  manner 
therefore  pray  ye :  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be 
Ihy  Name.  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it 
is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive  us  our 
Jebts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation, 
but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power, 
and  the  glory,  for  ever.  Amen."  Matt.  vi.  9-13.  Luke  xi.  2-4. 
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A. 
down  safely* 

And  I  will  be- 
troth thee  unto  Me 
forever:  yea,  I  will 
betroth  thee  unto 
Me  in  righteous- 
ness, and  in  judg- 
ment, and  in   lov- 
ingkindness,    and 
in  mercies.    I  will 
even  betroth  thee 
unto  Me  in  faith- 
fulness, and  thou 
shall     know     the 
Lord.  And  it  shall 
come  to  pass    in 
that  day,  I  will  hear 
saith  the  Lord,  1 
will  hear  the  hea- 
vens and  they  shall 
hear  the  earth;  and 
the  earth  shall  hear 
the  corn,  and  the 
wine,  and  the  oil; 
and  they  shall  hear 
Jezreel.       And   I 
will  sow  her   unto 
me  in  the   earth; 
and   I    will   have 
mercy   upon    her 
that  had  not  obtain- 
ed mercy;  and  I 
will    say  to  them 
which    were     not 
My  people,  Thou 
art  My  people;  and 
they    shall  say, 
Thou     art      My 
God."    Hosea    ii. 
18-23. 

Jeremiah  xxxi.  2, 
3-8,  9,  10,  u,  12; 
13,  14,  40.  Ezek. 
xx.  35-40. 


B. 

shall  teach  nomore 
every  man  his 
neighbour,  and 
every  man  his  bro- 
ther, saying,  Know 
the  Lord  :  for  they 
shall  all  know  Me, 
from  the  least  of 
them  unto  the 
greatest  of  them, 
saith  the  Lord :  for 
I  will  forgive  their 
iniquity,  and  I  will 
remember  their 
sin  no  more.  Jer 
xxxi.  31-34. 

(4).     See  Rev.  i. 
5-6. 

"Unto  HimJ  that 
loved  us  and  wash- 
ed us  from  our 
sins  in  His  own 
blood,  and  hath 
made  us  kings  and 
priests  unto  God 
and  His  Father;  to 
Him  be  glory  and 
dominion  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen." 
Rev.  i.  5-6. 

J  Jesus  Christ. 


nor  speak  lies;  nei- 
ther shall  a  deceit- 
ful tongue  lie 
found  in  their 
mouth  :  for  they 
shall  feed  and  lie 
down,  and  none 
shall  make  them 
afraid."  Zeph.  iii. 

I2>  13- 

(4).  And  I  will 
bring  again  the 
captivity  of  My 
people  of  Israel, 
and  they  shall 
build  the  waste 
cities,  and  inhabit 
them ;  and  they 
shall  plant  vine- 
yards, and  drink 
the  wine  thereof; 
they  shall  also 
make  gardens  and 
eat  the  fruit  of 
them.  And  1  will 
plant  them  upon 
their  land  and  they 
shall  no  more  be 
pulled  up  out  of 
their  land  which  I 
have  given  them 
saith  the  Lord  thy 
God."  Amos  ix. 
14,  15. 

(5).  "  I  will  be 
the  God  of  all  the 
families  of  Israel, 
and  they  shall  be 
My  people. . .  Yea, 
I  have  loved  thee 
with  an  everlasting 
love:  therefore 
with  lovingkind- 
ness  have  I  drawn 
thee.  Again  I  will 
build  thee,  and 
thou  shall  be  built, 
O  virgin  of  Israel." 
Jer.  xxxi.  i,  3,  4. 


ISRAEL'S  PART  IN  THIS  REDEMPTION. 


CONFESSION — PRAYER — AND    RETURN 
TO    GOD. 


"I  WILL  SIFT  THE  HOUSE  OF  ISRAEL  AMONG  ALL  NATIONS, 
LIKE  AS  CORN  IS  SIFTED  IN  A  SIEVE,  YET  SHALL  NOT  THE 
LEAST  GRAIN  FALL  UPON  THE  EARTH."  Amos  ix.  9. 

That  God  might  accomplish  His  wonder- 
ful salvation  for  the  fallen  people  ;  Hosea  plead 
with  Israel  to  return  to  the  Lord,  and  Jeremiah 
later  was  sent  with  the  same  message. 

HOSEA. 

"O     Israel,    return     unto    the     Lord    thy 
God  ;  for  thou  hast  fallen  by  thine  iniquity. 
Take  with  you  words,  and  turn  to  the  Lord: 
say  unto   Him:— 


'  Take  away  all  iniquity,  and  receive 
us  graciously  :  so  will  we  render  the  calves 
of  our  lips.  Asshur  shall  not  save  us;  we 
will  not  ride  upon  horses:  neither  will  we 
say  any  more  to  the  work  of  our  hands,  Ye 
are  our  gods-,  for  in  Thee  the  fatherless 
findeth  mercy.'  ' 
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"/  will  heal  their  backsliding  *  I  will  love 
them  freely  :  for  Mine  anger  is  turned  away 
from  him.  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel: 
he  shall  grow  as  the  lily,  and  cast  forth  his 
roots  as  Lebanon.  His  branches  shall  spread 
and  his  beauty  shall  be  as  the  olive  tree, 
and  his  smell  as  Lebanon.  They  that  dwell 
under  his  shadow  shall  return;  they  shall  revive 
as  the  corn,  and  grow  as  the  vine:  the  scent 
thereof  shall  be  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon." 
Hosea  xiv.  1-5. 

Hosea  also  prophesies  concerning  Ephraim. 

1.  God  would  return  to  His  place  till  they 
would     acknowledge     their    offence    and    seek 
His  face.  Hosea  v.  15. 

As  they  had  called  to  Egypt  and  gone  to 
Assyria  for  help  and  mixed  themselves  among 
the  nations  (like  a  cake  not  turned),  therefore 
God  would  not  accept  their  sacrifices. 

2.  God  in  His  compassionate  loving  kind- 
ness said;   He   could    not    give   them   up,    and 
would  not  execute  the  fierceness  of  His  anger, 
and  the  prophet  was  inspired  to  write  instead,— 
"They  shall  walk  after  the  Lord: 

He  shall  roar  like  a  lion: 

When  He  shall  roar,  then    the    children    shall 

tremble  from  the  West. 
They  shall  tremble  as  a  bird  out  of  Egypt. 

*  gee  also  Amos  y.  4,  16.  Jeremiah  iii.  12,  13, 
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And  as  a  dove  out  of  the  land  of  Assyria : 
And   I   will  place  them  in    their    houses,    saith 
the   Lord."  Hosea  xi.    10,    11. 

"  Ephraim    shall    say,   '  What    have   I     to 
do  any  more   with  idols? 

I  have  heard   Him  and  observed  Him  : 
I  am  like  a  green  fir  tree. 
From   Me   is    thy    fruit    found." 

Hosea  ends  his  prophecy  with  these   strik- 
ing words  :— 

"  Who    is    wise,  and  he    shall    understand 

•  these  things? 

Prudent,  and  he  shall  know  them  ? 
For  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  right, 
And  the  just  shall  walk  in  them  : 
But  the  transgressors  shall  fall  therein." 

Hosea    xiv.  9. 


THE     CHRISTMAS     MESSAGE. 

"Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel;  for  He 
hath  visited  and  redeemed  His  people,  and  hath 
raised  up  an  horn  of  salvation  for  us  in  the  house  of 
His  servant  David."  Luke  i.  68,  69. 


"Thou  shall  call  His  Name  Jesus:  for  He  shall 
save  His  people  from  their  sins.  Matt.  i.  21. 

To  the  shepherds  the  Angel  said : — 

"  Fear  not :  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto 
you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour, 
which  is  Ghrist  the  Lord."  Ltike.:  10,  n. 
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